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PUBLIC HEARING OF THE AFCO COMMITTEE 

"LESSONS TO BE DRAWN FROM THE 2019 ELECTIONS AND PROPOSALS IN VIEW 

OF THE DEBATE CONCERNING THE FUTURE OF EUROPE" 

4 DECEMBER 2019 10.00–12.30  

ROOM: ALTIERO SPINELLI 3E-2 

 

Dear chair of the AFCO committee, Mr Tajani, 

Dear Members of the European Parliament,  

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues,  

 

It is an honour for me to be invited to speak at this hearing, a hearing which is particularly 

timely, with preparations for the Conference on the Future of Europe now in full swing. 

 

The European elections have shown that citizens can be mobilised around the ideas and 

values of the European Union, but that a great many of them – and we have to be clear on this 

point – are still sceptical. 

 

The vote is a reflection of the demographics and geography of dissatisfaction, of people who 

are not convinced by Europe. 

 

The conference will be an opportunity – one that we cannot afford to miss – to build a Europe 

that works better and is more closely in touch with the grassroots.  

 

The conference must be inclusive so that together we can shape the future of Europe.  

 

The president of the European Commission has quite rightly stressed that the European 

democratic system is unique, bringing heads of state and government together with directly 

elected representatives at local, regional, national and European level. 

 

One cannot make a statement like this and then leave out the people who represent cities and 

regions in a minor role.  

 

That would be going back to the Europe of the past.  
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European democracy absolutely needs all three of the other levels.  

 

They must all be involved in rethinking the European Union.  

 

There are one million elected local and regional representatives.  

 

They must participate in all phases and subjects of the conference, including how the EU 

operates – this is crucial for us.  

 

We should not be confined to contributing in the form of Citizens’ Dialogues – which, by the 

way, we are willing to organise.  

 

We stand for the concept of “active subsidiarity”, which should be one of the points of departure 

for rethinking how the EU functions, leaving power struggles aside.  

 

We discussed this concept recently at our conference on subsidiarity held on 22 November in 

Rome, at which Mr Tajani honoured us with his presence – and I would like to thank him for 

his very welcome contribution. 

 

The conference should allow us to discuss together this new approach to making the EU 

function more effectively and bring it closer to its citizens.  

 

* 

 

I come now to the question of Citizens’ Dialogues.  

 

Rebuilding Europe from the grassroots up is also a way of ensuring that the conference on the 

Future of Europe is not only organised in Strasbourg and Brussels, for the results of such a 

conference would certainly not be recognised by the citizens and their representatives. 

 

You know as well as I do that informing people is one thing, but holding consultations with 

them to consider policy changes is quite another.  

 

I know something about this, given that last September the German-speaking region of 

Belgium, of which I chair the parliament, set up, after two years in the pipeline, a citizens’ 

assembly and council which will contribute to the parliament's work. 

 

This is just one of many such examples that can be found right across Europe: they all vary as 

regards their raison d’être, their methods and their results. What they have in common, 

however, is the resolve to improve governance in the local areas where they have been 

established. Participatory democracy and representative democracy go hand in hand and can 

be mutually reinforcing.  

 

We see it, for example, in the debates organised in the successive stages of participatory 

budgeting.  

 

Since 2016, at the request of the Council president, Donald Tusk, the Committee has 

organised Citizens’ Dialogues outside the European capitals at the initiative of its members.  
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Many MEPs also participated in them.  

  

The results of these dialogues in 110 regions and 156 cities and municipalities fed into a 

Committee opinion on how to rebuild trust in the European Union.  

 

Not surprisingly, the conclusion we can draw is that without the support of our regions and 

cities, the future of Europe is weakened and even threatened.  

 

Organising dialogues is a good thing. Organising them together is even better.  

 

On the eve of the European Council of December 2018, together with my counterpart at the 

European Economic and Social Committee, Mr Jahier, we launched a call for a permanent, 

structured mechanism for consultation with citizens through local and regional authorities and 

organised civil society.  

 

This is also one of the challenges facing the conference: are we all going to work in parallel or 

are we going to sit round a table to reflect on a common working method?  

 

* 

 

Dear MEPs,  

 

For those who may still be harbouring doubts, I would like to assure you that local and regional 

politicians have very real ideas on how to rebuild the EU.   

 

On your table, you have a document setting out 101 proposals for the future which we are 

tabling for discussion.  

 

Moreover, we are proposing a new working method for the EU, one which is more inclusive of 

all the levels of power, as I have mentioned.  

 

* 

Dear MEPs,  

 

As you can see, the Committee is ready right now to work side by side with you to ensure that 

conference is a success.  

 

We count on your support in order to be fully involved in the process.  

 

In return, we are committed to working by your side as widely as possible at grassroots level 

(elected representatives and citizens). 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


